






ICONIC BUILDING OF THE 

MONTH 

The Sydney Opera House is widely regarded as one of the greatest 
architectural works of the 20th century. 

The innovative design came from architect J¢rn Utzon. He was 
relatively unknown until January 29, 1957 when his entry to the 

international competition for a national opera house at Bennelong 
Point, Sydney was announced the winner. 

The beautiful building is comprised of three groups of interlocking 
shells, which roof two main performance halls and a restaurant. A 

masterpiece of modern architecture, the opera house has become an 
iconic symbol of both Sydney and Australia. 

Winston Churchill once stated: "We shape 

our buildings; thereafter they shape us". A 

profound statement, and you may or may 

not agree with this, but the continual 

support of our country's important stately 

homes, historic monuments and heritage 

assets shows that there may be some truth 

in this. Naysayers would contend that it 

stems from a simple feeling of history and 

heritage; an attachment to our ancestors, 

or a love of the artefacts on display. All 

valid reasons of course, but what about 

the buildings themselves? 

In a post-medieval age where fortification 

and practicality gave way to riotous 

creativity; decoration, proportion, and 

form flourished into some of the greatest 

monuments to our collective ability. 

Craftsmen, Designers, Architects and 

Engineers of the time battled against the 

limitations of the materials and tools of the 

era with staggering results. Few could look 

seriously at some of the historic gems of 

Norfolk's built environment and fail to be 

moved. The soaring proportions of 

Norwich Cathedral for example; 

constructed and improved over the 

centuries by the sweat and strained sinew 

of religious devotion, and a human desire 

to do one's best. 
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Above: South Norfolk Hall. Bottom left: Holly 

Barn 

Modern development and architecture so 

often seems to deviate from these 

principles, and from the lessons of the past. 

Of course it is difficult to compare the two; 

the environment under which construction 

and architecture are practiced today are 

constrained by Planning Departments, 

building regulations 

(sometimes rightly so!), and sadly at times 

a general lack of trade skill borne out of 

serial underinvestment in skills training and 

traditional apprenticeships. 

Of course, the opportunity for creativity 

exists with a burgeoning palate of new 

materials to select from, which when 

properly harnessed can bring enormous 

benefits in terms of speed of construction, 

performance and energy efficiency. 

So is it still possible to execute construction 

projects to a high standard, to lift the 

heart, and to "Shape us"? I strongly believe 

it is. Recent work with true craftsmen (and 

women) on two of Norfolk's prized assets, 

a Grade II* hall in South Norfolk (above) 

and RIBA Manser Medal Winning Holly 

Barn (inset left), have renewed my vigour 

for Historical conservation and creative 

design. 
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The buildings are so different in 

conception and execution, but both have 

the same underlying characteristics; a 

devotion to quality and craftsmanship, 

the use of materials in a creative way to 

enhance their surroundings, and an 

unswerving ability to inspire the onlooker 

with their charms. Both boast a sense of 

proportion and level of detail which 

elevate them to listed and widely revered 

status respectively. 

As an Architectural designer, I am so 

rarely lost for words, but it seems apt to 

finish with another quote "Logic will get 

you from A to B, Imagination will take you 

Everywhere" -Albert Einstein. 

By James Sizer MCIAT MCABE 
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